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Act, S tate & S tatus

• N am e som e acts that people can do
• N am e som e states or conditions that people 

can be in
• N am e som e statuses for people

Can som e acts be unlaw ful?
• Drinking on the beach
• Driving w ithout a license
• Crossing the street in the m iddle of a block
• Buying cigarettes if under 18
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Can som e states be unlaw ful?

• Being drunk on a public street
• Being high w hile driving
• Being contagious in a public area
• Being already m arried w hen m arrying for a 

second tim e

Can som e statuses be unlaw ful?
• Arresting som eone for being a Com m unist 

(during the M cCarthy era)
• M aking an obese person buy 2 seatson an 

airplane (S outhw est Airlines)
• Denying a Jew ish person m em bership in a 

country club 
• Q uestioning a L atino person at a checkpoint
• Denying a m arriage license to a gay couple

T he linguistics of
Act, S tate & S tatus

1. Acts = Verbs 
a) Habitual: he sm okes, she drinks
b) Current:  he is sm oking, she is drinking

2. S tates = Adjectives (or participles)
he is high, she is drunk

3. S tatus = N ouns (som etim es adjectives)
he is an addict, she is a drunk(ard) 
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R elationship am ong
Act, S tate, and S tatus

R  is injecting  heroine
(current act)

R is ‘high’
(current state)

R  uses heroine
(habitual act)

R is anaddict
(status)

ACU T E CHR O N IC

S tatus vs. S tate
S tatus

• R oberto is Italian.
• He is tall.
• He is intelligent.
• He is handsom e.
• He is boring.

S tate
• R oberto is alone.
• He is tired.
• He looks sad.
• He is sick.
• He seem s bored.

W hat is he like?

• R oberto is Italian.
• He is tall.
• He is intelligent.
• He is handsom e.

How  is he?

• R oberto is bored.
• He is tired.
• He is sad.
• He is sick.
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W hat language differentiates
status vs. state in its gram m ar?

ser
• R oberto esitaliano.
• Es alto.
• Es inteligente.
• Es guapo.
• Es aburrido.

Cómoes?

estar
• R oberto estásolo.
• Estácansado.
• Estátriste.
• Estáenferm o.    
• Estáaburrido.

Cómoestá?

S ubtleties
S tatus

• Vinegar is sour.
• Ice is cold.
• T he cat is black.
• T he room  is dark. 

(no sunlight com es in)
• T he apple is green.

(a Granny S m ith)
• L a m anzanaesverde.

S tate
• T he m ilk is sour.
• T he coffee is cold.
• T he banana is black.
• T he room  is dark.

(the lights are off)
• T he apple is green.

(not ripe)
• L a m anzanaestáverde.


